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 Manduessedum - Mancetter Village (Place of War Chariots)

Mancetter Parish Council

 
Serving the People of Mancetter and Ridge Lane
 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

OF THE PARISH OF MANCETTER
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of the Parish of Mancetter,
held on Tuesday 23rd January 2024 at St Peter’s Church Mancetter,
commencing at 7pm.
Present:
Chairman 


Mr T Hopkins.
Parish Councillors
Mr H Blackburn, Mrs G Forknall, Mrs S Healy, Mr P Mann, Mr J Tither, Mrs N Wallis.
Borough Councillors
Mrs D Clews. 
County Councillor
Mrs M Bell.
Police



PC A Hoey.
Parish Clerk

            Mrs E Higgins.
One Resident from Mancetter.
Item 1 - Welcome and Apologies
Mr T Hopkins welcomed everyone to the meeting at 7pm.
Apologies had been received by Borough Councillor Keith Barnett who had to attend another meeting.
Item 2 – Recording of the meeting.

There was no recording of the meeting.
Item 3 – Notice of Interest.
Trevor, Glynis and John declared non-pecuniary interests as allotment holders in item 10d Allotment Rent
Item 4 – Public Question Time.
Although invited to speak, the local resident did not wish to raise any issues but stayed to observe the full meeting. They were informed that should they wish to consider becoming a councillor we currently have a vacancy.
 
Item 5– Update from Police, County and Borough Councillors.
Police
PC Hoey from the Safer Neighbourhood Team gave an informative overview of the Warwickshire Connected community messaging system.
You can sign up to receive real time email updates about the things that matter to you, including news from our local policing team, updates and appeals on local incidents, useful crime prevention advice and information about policing events happening in our area.

To sign up go to www.warwickshireconnected.com
The Clerk agreed to post details of the initiative on our social media feed, website and noticeboards.

Councillors voiced ongoing concerns regarding a number of issues including:

· Parking along Manor Road. Of particular concern is a safe walk to school route with an increasing number of vehicles parked upon the footpaths.

· Increase in ASB nuisance caused by gangs of off roading vehicles travelling through both villages. It was reported that after such incidents they could often be found on Sunday afternoons at a local car wash establishment.
· HGV lorries breaching weight restrictions along Ridge Lane and through the conservation area by the

Village Green in  Mancetter. 
Mancetter

	Reporting period: 22/12/2023 – 21/01/2024
	

	North Warwickshire SNT

PC 609 HOEY
	

	Theme
	Commentary

	Current and Emerging   
	Hartshill


	Incidents 22/12/23 - 21/01/24

x-66 calls for service

ASB – 5. 

The majority of these calls relate to nuisance off-road motorcycles on Purley Chase golf course.

Concern – 9.

A number of these calls relate to concern for the same person

Domestic Incidents – 6.

Suspicious circumstances  - 5.

Violence – 3.

Only 1 of these calls resulted in an actual assault.

Sexual offence – 1.

Vehicle Crime – 0.

Theft – 3.

One of these calls relates to a Theft at Mancetter Post Office and one at Dobbies

RTC (Road Traffic Collision)  – 11.

Majority of these calls were for the A5

Road/Highways disruption – 7.

Burglary (dwelling) – 3.

Other misc. calls – 13.



	
	Other Inc’s/news


	2 x offenders have been arrested and charged in relation to Thefts from Dobbies garden centre.

Bike security marking and road safety partnership at Q.E school, St Benedict’s school and Outwood’s school (bike lights & locks given out to students).

Assistance provided to Dobbies in relation to Horses left on their land (Fly-Grazing).

Prolific offender from local area arrested on 21/01/2024 for Theft offences and failing to appear for bail and breach of bail conditions.


Borough Council 
Denise Clews has supplied contact details for Becky Evans regarding the use of Section 106 funding from the building of Tom Piper Close in Ridge lane. The sum of £17,500 will be added together with £50,000 allocated for the financial year 2025/26 from the Borough Council for upgrading play equipment.

The Borough Council will contact Councillor Wallis around August time to start the public consultation process to help fund improvements to the Ridge Lane Recreation Ground Play area.

It may be possible to explore accessing match funding so that fencing can be erected around the play area site. The £67, 500 can only be spent on play equipment.

The Borough Council is currently looking at its Play Pitch Strategy February 2024, which will include the Pavilion.

Councillors were reminded to ask parishioners to complete the dog fouling questionnaire. Councillor Clews had supplied hard copies for those who do not have internet access or smart phones.

 

There is to be a Boundary Review before the next scheduled NWBC Council Elections to look at the number of electors and councillors allocated to each ward. 
County Council

Margaret Bell reported that the proposal to make Woodford Lane a Left In Left Out junction with the A5 has been abandoned following concerns raised.
 

She is attending a meeting on 30th January to discuss a pedestrian crossing for outside of St Peter’s Church and the Highways team are beginning to look at formulating the engineering design. 
The clerk has provided councillor Bell with details of pedestrian road use, including visitors to the Roman Mancetter Exhibition, walking groups, Scout Hut access, funerals and visitors accessing the cemetery as well as residents who live locally.

It has been raised about the transport difficulties patients have attending George Eliot Hospital appointments. They cannot get further than Nuneaton bus station by public transport. It has been agreed to extend the No. 48 bus service.

There is also a dial-uber bus service for Atherstone & Coleshill, Councillor Bell will forward details of how to access the service as soon as she receives an update.

 

A proposal to make the left turn from Ridge Lane into Monks Park Lane towards Birchley Heath a 30mph zone was raised again. Councillor Bell will take this to the County Highways Department for consideration, as the previous request only looked at Monks Park Lane from the direction of Coleshill Road.
Item 6 – Minutes of the last meeting.
The draft minutes from the 28th November 2023 will be sent out and formally approved at the meeting being held on 26th March 2024.
Item 7 – Matters arising from the previous minutes 
 

There is still a place for one more councillor to join the team, and councillors are encouraged to help promote the vacancy.

 

Engagement with NWBC on the use of section 106 funding for Ridge Lane Recreational Ground and continuing issues with dog fouling were discussed under Councillor Clews’ report.

Item 8 – Feedback from Correspondence, Consultations and Meetings involving the Parish Council
· Councillor Blackburn has secured a meeting with Craig Tracey MP on 2nd February to discuss the A5 proposals, including Woodford Lane and the A5 corridor. Councillors Hopkins and Blackburn and the Clerk are to attend.
· After a long period, Quarry Liaison Meetings are scheduled to resume on 25th January. Councillors, Hopkins, Mann and Healy to attend as Parish Council Representatives along with County Councillor Bell.
Councillor Healy has secured a meeting with WCC at Shire Hall on 1st February to discuss the quarry restoration plan as the current permission expires on 1st January 2025. Councillors Hopkins, Mann and Healy and the Clerk to attend. It was agreed that County Councillor Bell will be kept informed of the outcome of the meeting.

· Councillor Healy attended the online Police precept Meeting on 1st December and her report was noted.
· Progress on the Levelling Up meeting held on 16th January at the Mancetter Memorial Hall was noted. Issues relating to transport and access to after school activities were discussed.
Councillors Hopkins and Healy attended. In addition Councillors can access a cost of living webinar hosted by Sally Roberts from the Financial Inclusion team on either 5th or 19th February. Councillor Healy is looking to attend.

There is one task from the action plan that the parish council has been asked to do by 31st March which is to promote the activities currently available to young people.

· The online Town and Parish Council Reference Group attended by Councillor Healy included a general overview of S106 monies. There is an offer from Janet Neale from WCC to attend a future meeting of the Parish Council to give additional detail on how to successfully secure this funding, particularly in relation to the Quarry. 

Measures to mitigate flood risks have relevance for Mancetter and Peter Mann highlighted that clearing some of the weeds within the River Anker needs to be looked at.
Warwickshire Road Safety Partnership gave a presentation on the Central Reporting of Speed Concerns.

It was agreed that the Clerk & Councillor Healy would produce a template for councillors to record information of incidents to a standardisation format to allow input to the new reporting system, as it is noted that you can only report once in a 12 month period.

Warwickshire Road Safety Partnership will not use previously supplied information from any other source, so if there are concerning issues we need to submit again via this new reporting system with additional notes added to bring our concerns to their attention.

· Rights of Way Improvement Plan is out to consultation, closing date is 10th March. ( Later amended to 7th April) Councillor Tither has agreed to assist in recording issues pertaining to our footpaths.

Fire and Rescue Service delivery model is out to consultation, closing date 10 March.
At consultation workshops, it was explained that the Service had not met performance indicators within the previous 5 years. The idea behind the new proposal was to ensure that more preventative work is undertaken. This requires having the right level of workforce available at the times when the service receives most of its calls.

Household Waste Recycling consultation closing date 4th February, was noted and councillors were asked to individually respond online.
It was noted that the next meeting of Patient Participation Group Atherstone Surgery is scheduled for 29th January. Councillor Wallis tendered her apologies. Councillor Healy is to attend on behalf of the council.
 
Item 9- Planning Matters and New Applications since the previous meeting.

a) Planning Matters
· There are two separate companies involved with the car sales taking place on the Manor Road Industrial Estate in Mancetter. The application has been made by the Sovereign Motor Company, yet it is A2B Car Sales that are operating out of the former boxing club unit. The Parish Council have suggested to NWBC that consideration is made towards creating a parking area further along Manor Road by the garages that could be allocated by permit to residents, customers and staff working within the industrial units.
· Feedback has been received regarding the Land to the rear of the former Plough Inn, due to its location within the Mancetter Conservation Area. The Heritage Officer at the Borough Council suggested having an  informal chat with the property owner and explaining the historical significance. If this is not successful, then Jennifer Leadbetter is happy to arrange a meeting.
· The Parish Council have been asked to supply documentation to the Gramer Trustees as the Landowner of the field behind the Coppice in Mancetter. This strip of land has historically been used as an access point by Severn Trent to monitor the river levels and was maintained prior to the incursion taking place.
b) Update on Approved, Rejected and Pending Applications and Appeals.
· PAP/2023/0280 – Sovereign Motor Company – Proposed extension to existing vehicle workshop to be used as an MOT facility – Granted
· PAP/2023/0283 – Sovereign Motor Company – Change of use for part of site to vehicle sales – Granted
· PAP/2023/0324 – Outline Access application for construction of three dwellings to the rear of the White Hart Inn Ridge Lane. – Pending
· PAP/2023/0334 – Change of use from Agricultural to Residential The Dutch Hay Barn Whitehall Farm Atherstone Road Hartshill – Granted as Permitted Development.
· PAP/2023/0460 - Listed building consent for work to windows at Railway Cottage Quarry Lane Mancetter – Granted.
· PAP/2023/0464 – Secondary Glazing at Railway Cottage Quarry Lane Mancetter – Pending.
Item 10 – Finance
a) Two councillors signed the financial paperwork since the last meeting in accordance with Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and the Bank Mandate. 

b)  It was resolved by Glynis Forknall, seconded by Nicky Wallis and agreed unanimously to approve the proposed operating budget for the financial year 2024-2025. It was also unanimously agreed as suggested at the November meeting to increase the bond from £25,000 to £30,000 towards the end of the financial year when it is clear that all necessary funding and payments have been made and allocated.

c)  It was resolved by Harry Blackburn seconded by Peter Mann and unanimously agreed to approve the Parish Council precept option B request for the financial year 2024-2025 of £35,000 an increase of £2,000 per annum. The clerk is authorised to request a precept for £35,000 payable in two instalments of £17,500.00 at the end of April and September 2024.
d) It was unanimously agreed to approve that the Chairman is authorised to collect the Allotment rents for the next season. Rents per full size plot are £16.00,  half size plot is £8.00, and quarter size plots are £4.00 per annum. 23.5 Plots are marked out on site equating to the annual rents received of £376.00. It was noted that the plot mentoring scheme had not been successful and those plots will now be offered to the next available person(s) on the allotment waiting list.
Item 11 – Cemetery and Maintenance around the Parish
· A progress report on the installation of the noticeboards was given. In order to fit securely onto the mounting posts Councillor Hopkins has made some bespoke treated brackets. A community effort has resulted in the installation of replacement posts for the Ridge Lane Board, with materials donated. If it ever stops raining then hopefully the final phase can begin.

· Water levels at the River Anker Gauge at Mancetter have reached unprecedented levels. A grant is available from the Borough Council for property owners affected by the recent floods.
· After a great deal of discussion regarding the material requirements for cemetery benches, it was resolved that recycled plastic will not be accepted within the conservation area. Due to the lack of local suppliers then restrictions on the approved providers will be lifted subject to prior approval of the quality of the bench being provided.

· It was agreed to defer the review of cemetery processes until the March meeting where costings are analysed in preparation for the forthcoming financial year.
Item 12 – Date of Next Meeting: 
Tuesday 26th March 2024 7pm at St Peter’s Church Mancetter
As there was no further business the meeting closed at 9.30pm
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Signed        
Date: 

